
 

Advisory note on Play Streets Leeds and COVID-19 

As lockdown restrictions ease, Play Streets can be an important way of creating additional space for 

children to play, and for neighbours to reconnect with each other, in a socially distanced way.  

The following advisory notes may be useful when planning 

a Play Street during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please refer 

to the tips for running a Play Street at this time produced 

by Playing Out, the national organisation for promoting 

and advising on Play Streets. 

London Play has also produced some guidance and a risk assessment template to assist organisers of 

Play Streets.  

Much of the advisory notes below have been drawn from these sources.  

There are several key areas to consider when adapting a Play Street to reduce risk of transmission of 

COVID-19. The two main risks of transmission are:  

(a) Surface transmission of virus – minimised by implementing cleaning regimes (equipment/hands) 

and reducing the number of commonly touched, shared surfaces. 

(b) Air transmission of virus – minimised by maintaining physical distance where possible and 

keeping group sizes small. 

Both can be mitigated by taking measures to reduce contact with shared surfaces and maintain a 

distance of at least 1m and, where possible, 2m.  

Key areas to consider 

1/ What is the summer 2021 version of a Play Street?  

Some cities have re-designated former Play Streets, or developed new models for traffic-free streets, 

such as ‘Exercise’ or ‘Quiet’ streets, to reflect current restrictions and re-frame the idea as an 

inclusive offer for the whole community. In Leeds we are keen to maintain the focus on play, as 

children are amongst those who have suffered the most serious impacts of lockdown.  

A Play Street is not a street party for children, a community gathering, or a public event. Thinking of 

it as creating extra space for children to play, rather than an organised event, could help to address 

any issues with adhering to the current guidance. If the Play Street as set up as an enabling 

environment rather than an event, similar to a park area where children might play, it can work as 

an opportunity for several households to play ‘separately together’, using the space available, whilst 

following guidance on distancing and hand hygiene.  

2/ Planning and consulting 

Even on an existing Play Street, it will be important to agree with your neighbours what new 

approaches may be needed to manage the additional risks posed by COVID-19. Consideration of 

guidelines about distancing and hygiene should be made when delivering flyers or consultation 

letters, and when door-knocking for face-to-face discussions. WhatsApp/Facebook groups, or 

similar, can be really useful for planning discussions, where the following issues should be 

addressed:  

https://playingout.net/covid-19/play-streets/
https://playingout.net/about/offer/
https://www.londonplay.org.uk/resources/0000/3536/20200630_Risk_benefit_guidance_-_post_lockdown_play_streets.pdf
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/transportandstreets/rhps/croydons-streetspace-improvement-programme/croydons-streetspace
https://www.tameside.gov.uk/TamesideMBC/media/trafficmanagement/J002693-Quiet-Streets-GUIDEV2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/meeting-people-from-outside-your-household-from-4-july


 

 Food/drink policy: food, drinks and utensils should not be shared between households. 

Children should be aware of this too. 

  Play equipment: how to deal with potential surface transmission via play equipment – e.g. 

through making some equipment unavailable; minimising sharing; implementing cleaning 

regimes.  

• Group play: what will be your approach to social distancing for children? Will you limit group 

sizes, intervene to redirect some play, create play zones to adhere to guidelines on group sizes?    

• PPE: discuss use of masks and gloves and set expectations  

• Adult behaviour: agree to maintain social distance in line with government guidelines. Work 

out who will act as stewards and how they might approach this role – masks may be really 

helpful when interacting with drivers and others. 

3/ During the Play Street 

Post-lockdown Play Streets will look quite different from previous Play Streets. You should not 

expect them to be ‘business as usual’. Measures should be taken to ensure children can play 

together as safely as possible. For example:   

a. Include everyone safely. At the start of the Play Street parents should chat to their children to 

remind them of social distancing. Children can get involved – ask them to mark out 1m lines in 

pavement chalk to help remind themselves. Ask neighbours who have been shielding if, and how, 

they would like to join the Play Street – you could suggest chalking an area around where they may 

be sitting. Or they may wish to enjoy the play space from their doorway, or behind a front window. 

For example, children could put on a performance for them to enjoy, with their 

permission/encouragement.  

 b. Prevent overcrowding. Consider introducing play zones (you can use chalk to mark these out) to 

avoid more than six children playing together.  

 c. Encourage good hand hygiene: each household could have hand sanitiser on their front wall, or 

one bottle could be provided in each play zone. Consider making it into a game. You could yell ‘ALL 

HANDS TO THE PUMPS’ or something similar at random times during the session. Remind children 

about hand washing at home before and after the play street. Residents should only use toilets in 

their own homes.  

 d. Plan and prepare games and activities that have social distancing 'built in' e.g. Grandma’s 

footsteps, foot golf, or dancing games like musical statues. Free play is always the preferred option 

for children but something more organised may be required in the short term. The Playing Out 

website features some great ideas for socially distanced play, including making giant hats to 

maintain distance, street dance, and creating obstacle courses. Children should use their own 

equipment from home and avoid sharing with others. If items such as chalks and balls are shared, 

they should be cleaned after each use and kept within one play zone. Other popular activities at Play 

Streets such as cycling and scooting are also great for social distancing.  

e. Sharing of food and drink is not advisable. The least risky option is to not encourage any food and 

drink during the Play Street, but if a cup of tea and piece of cake is part of the experience, residents 

should bring their own food and drink and not share with others.  

 The Playing Out website features lots more support and ideas, from free webinars on how to run a 

play street in summer 2020, to short films showcasing four simple steps to playing out.  

https://playingout.net/covid-19/games-and-activities-for-physical-distancing/
https://playingout.net/covid-19/play-streets/

